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Hammock Bay team with Freeport High School to boost ACT results

Hammock Bay, Jay Odom’s 3000 acre Master-Planned community on the north shore of Choctawhatchee Bay in Freeport Florida, has been working with the three Freeport schools on a number projects. These range from support for sports teams to providing advice and assistance on landscaping for school grounds.

The latest project centers around ensuring that Freeport High School students are completely prepared for the upcoming ACT, which is a national college admission and placement examination.

“We are very fortunate and thankful to have the opportunity to work with someone like Jay Odom and his staff who are truly committed to the youth in Freeport,” said Freeport High School Principal Shirley Foster.   “The ACT will enhance students’ critical thinking skills and ability to effectively translate content knowledge into higher test scores.”

Freeport High School began the first ACT Prep Course January 30, 2009 providing courses each Friday for five consecutive weeks and two Saturday courses.  

“We anticipate good results from this opportunity,” said Ms. Foster. 

Hammock Bay joined forces with Kaplan, Inc., a premier provider of educational and career services to provide a comprehensive preparation program for the Freeport High School students which includes:

· Direct instruction and support on test taking skills and preparation of content by Kaplan personnel
· Two comprehensive 36-hour ACT courses for 50 juniors and seniors at Freeport High School, offered during school hours and on weekends
· Proctoring of full-length practice tests, including individual comprehensive analyses of test performance for each student including full explanations for each question
· Computer generated, individualized student score reports identifying student strengths and weaknesses, as well as a personalized plan to help students focus on weaknesses
 
· Classes offered targeted content review, as well as what to expect on test day and knowledge of the test format such as what would be on the test, how each topic would be tested, question types and how each section would be scored.

How do students benefit from taking the ACT?

· The ACT is universally accepted for college admission. 

· The ACT is curriculum-based. The ACT is not an aptitude or an IQ test. Instead, the questions on the ACT are directly related to what students have learned in high school courses in English, mathematics, and science. Because the ACT tests are based on what is taught in the high school curriculum, students are generally more comfortable with the ACT than they are with traditional aptitude tests or tests with narrower content. 

· The ACT is more than a test. The ACT also provides test takers with a unique interest inventory that provides valuable information for career and educational planning and a student profile section that provides a comprehensive profile of a student's work in high school and his or her future plans. 

· The ACT is a good value. As a private, not-for-profit organization governed by educators, ACT is committed to providing services at the lowest possible cost. Accordingly, the ACT provides a comprehensive package of educational assessment and career planning services for college-bound students at a fee that is lower than the fee for the competing admission test.
For more information about the course, contact Freeport High School at 892-1200. For more information on Kaplan Test Prep and Admissions, visit www.kaptest.com
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